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To the Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic






Her Excellency I. Radičová
Úrad vlády Slovenskej republiky
Námestie slobody 1
813 70 Bratislava

26 August 2010.


Dear Prime Minister,

It is somewhat 4 years ago that I received an invitation from Dr. W. Schüssel to participate the international conference ‘The Sound of Europe’, a high level conference about the future of Europe and citizens involvement. 
Due to this special situation and to the drive not to let fade away rooted values, I committed myself to bring European values and affairs more in question and to develop more sympathy and involvement with citizens. 
Since the conference, I studied, participated in a large number of meetings, conferences, seminars, courses and became an active member of CEPS, NEXUS Institute and several other organisations in order to keep up to date and to increase my knowledge. 
Recently I retired early from my profession at a financial institution and devote my gathered knowledge completely for advancement of prosperity and well-being for Europe’s citizens.
Since 2008, after I was invited for a gathering with mr. Soros and an international conference too on the future of Europe marking the 10th anniversary of the passing of Konstantinos Karamanlis, co-founder of the idea Europe, I became also strongly interested in causes, effects and answers of the misery and deadlock of financial markets (and after that, the economy). 
It shows that on short term achieved gains are hardly delivering advantage to durability-strategies. The crisis also let me see the inability to get all proper communications between macro- and micro economy. 
After euphoria we now have the hangover. After 15 years negotation, we also have for some time the Lisbon Treaty, by which governments gave in a way commitment to solidarity in order to make Europe stronger and smarter. 
To find solutions for vanishing the crisis, national countries are stimulating and economizing budgets and the EU raised the ESF. I read Slovakia wants to reduce their deficit without raising taxes. I am also aware that there was talk of a contribution to the ESF, which presumably shall be rejected on basis of not unreasonable and understandable thoughts.

On the other hand however, there is also knowledge of usd 3,2 milliard investments in 2000/2001 by several countries that restructured Slovakia’s banking-sector and supported car-industry, transport and telecommunication,  trade and agriculture. 

What I want to emphasize is that Europe can only become stronger and smarter by acting together and that of course coupled to mutual fulfilment of responsibilities. After all, the sooner Europe will overcome the crisis, the better.
In September the Euro-Group will gather in order to take further measures for our future. In connection to this, I bring Slovakia, as “Tiger of Tatra”, to notice a rethink of the presumably rejection of a contribution to the ESF.
A signal that impressed me, was the news that China and not Europe ‘bought the harbour of Piraeus‘. It should be really too bad to imagine that a concept of authoritarian capitalism ‘will buy Brussels’?     

Yours sincerely,
E. (Erik) van der Kooij
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